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Fire Department for 35 years of outstanding
leadership in fire service.

Chief Gary began his career as a volunteer
in a small Southern California fire department
and rose steadily in his job responsibilities to
his appointment in 1994 as Livermore Fire
Chief.

Stewart has guided the Livermore-
Pleasanton Fire Department to becoming one
of the most technologically advanced, well-
prepared, and harmonious fire fighting forces
in the state.

He is a forward-thinker, embracing informa-
tion technology innovations that expand infor-
mation available to his fire fighters when they
have to make emergency decisions about how
to attack a fire.

Stewart also shares his professional exper-
tise throughout the international fire-fighting
community, writing and lecturing on models for
optimal placement of personnel and equip-
ment in fire situations.

Stewart is a gifted leader of people. He fa-
cilitated the merger of the separate fire depart-
ments of the cities of Livermore and
Pleasanton, one of the few such successful
mergers in California, and is a winner of the
1999 Helen Putnam Public Safety Grand Prize
award by the California League of Cities.
Under Stewart's leadership, the Livermore-
Pleasanton Fire Department has continuously
maintained good morale and solid employee
relationships with consensus-building practices
like interest based negotiations.

Mr. Speaker, | thank Chief Stewart Gary for
his contributions to the Livermore-Pleasanton
Fire Department and to the international fire-
fighting community. The high standards he
has set for his Department and his profession
will strengthen fire service for many years to
come.

———

WITHDRAWING APPROVAL OF THE
UNITED STATES FROM AGREE-
MENT ESTABLISHING THE
WORLD TRADE ORGANIZATION

SPEECH OF

HON. JIM COSTA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 9, 2005

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, | rise to reiterate
my reluctant support of Mr. Sanders’s effort
last week to withdraw the United States from
the World Trade Organization. Make no mis-
take: | fully support global commerce. Al-
monds, which | grow on my land in Fresno,
have become California’s most valuable export
through development of foreign markets. In
fact, more than two-thirds of this $1 billion
crop are shipped outside of the United States
every year. So, | truly understand the benefit
of opening the world to the abundance of U.S.
products.

However, free trade must also be fair trade.
Unfortunately, regardless of the diligent work
and excellent intentions of our trade nego-
tiators, the bi-lateral and multi-lateral agree-
ments we have entered into are not serving
America well, especially the interests of Amer-
ican agriculture.

The evidence of our trade failures is undeni-
able. Over the last four years, the U.S. trade
deficit has grown exponentially. This year, in
spite of the Trade Promotion Authority enjoyed
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by the President and the plethora of agree-
ments brought before this body, America’s
trade deficit is the largest it has been in nearly
fifty years. More alarming is the fact that this
year, though the U.S. dollar is valued well-
below most other currencies, our nation will
import more goods than it exports.

For the sake of the American agricultural
economy, we must do better. We must make
a serious evaluation of the way in which we
conduct trade, beginning with the agreements
we negotiate. | am reminded of a quote from
the distinguished former Ranking Member of
the House Agriculture Committee, Charlie
Stenholm: “When you find yourself in a hole,
stop digging.”

In conclusion, my vote today was a vote of
protest. | truly hope and fully expect that we
will successfully enter and engage in the WTO
process. However, | believe it is time for the
Administration to acknowledge that all of us
who are concerned about American agricul-
tural trade policy are dissatisfied. The “yea”
vote | cast last Thursday is my message to
the Administration and my colleagues in Con-
gress that we absolutely must develop a new
trade strategy. And, throughout that delibera-
tion, American agriculture must have a seat at
the table.

————

RECOGNITION OF JERE COLE
HON. FRANK PALLONE, JR.

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 13, 2005

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
acknowledge the hard work and dedication of
Jere Cole as State Treasurer of the Ancient
Order of Hibernians. Jere has served the AOH
as its Treasurer for the past two years with
great distinction. Jere’s dedication to public
service was instilled in him at a very young
age and he has demonstrated throughout his
life a commitment to the Hibernian ideals of
friendship, unity and Christian charity.

After graduation from high school, Jere en-
listed in the United States Air Force serving in
Vietnam where he won the Air Force Accom-
modation medal. Much of Jere’s service to the
community since then has been with the West
Caldwell Volunteer Fire Department where he
has served as 1st Assistant Chief. He has
served as President of Fireman’s Association,
State Secretary of the NJ State Exempt Fire-
man’s Association, and has sat on the Board
of Managers of the Fireman’s Home in Boon-
ton. Jere also served as Secretary-Treasurer
of the NJ State Fire Chiefs Association.

In addition to his responsibilities with the fire
service, Jere has served as the Democratic
Chairman of the West Caldwell Democratic
committee and has been very active in Essex
County democratic politics.

Jere has spent a great deal of time in serv-
ice with the AOH State Board while staying
very active in the Irish American community in
NJ. He is a member of numerous Irish Amer-
ican cultural and social organizations and has
served as General Chairman of the NJ Irish
Festival at the PNC Bank Arts Center as well
as being an active member of the Newark St.
Patrick’s Day Parade committee.

Mr. Speaker, once again | ask my col-
leagues to join me in thanking Jere for his tire-
less service to the AOH and the Irish Amer-
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ican community. | hope that he continues to
remain actively involved in the AOH and in
promoting the values of friendship, unity and
Christian charity.

———

53RD NATIONAL PRAYER
BREAKFAST

HON. JO ANN EMERSON

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 13, 2005

Mrs. EMERSON. Mr. Speaker, | had the dis-
tinct honor and privilege of chairing the 53rd
National Prayer Breakfast, held at the Wash-
ington Hilton, here in our Nation’s Capital on
Thursday, February 3, 2005. As you know,
this annual gathering is hosted by Members of
the U.S. Senate and the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives weekly prayer breakfast groups.

Once again, we were honored that Presi-
dent George W. Bush and First Lady Laura
Bush participated and we were greatly encour-
aged by the remarks given by The Honorable
Tony Hall, Ambassador, U.S. Mission to the
United Nations Food and Agriculture Agen-
cies.

This year, we hosted a gathering of over
3,500 individuals from all walks of life in all 50
states and from many countries around the
world. Please find attached a copy of the pro-
gram and the transcript of the 2005 pro-
ceedings that | respectfully request be printed
in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD so that all may
benefit from this time together.
53RD NATIONAL PRAYER BREAKFAST—THURS-

DAY, FEBRUARY 3, 2005—INTERNATIONAL

BALLROOM, HILTON WASHINGTON, WASH-

INGTON, DC

We hold these truths to be self-evident;
that all men are created equal, that they are
endowed by their Creator with certain in-
alienable rights, that among these are life,
liberty and the pursuit of happiness; that to
secure these rights, governments are insti-
tuted among men. . . .—Declaration of Inde-
pendence.

Almighty God; We make our earnest pray-
er that Thou wilt keep the United States in
Thy Holy protection; and Thou wilt incline
the hearts of the citizens to cultivate a spirit
of subordination and obedience to govern-
ment; and entertain a brotherly affection
and love for one another and for their fellow
citizens of the United States at large.

And finally that Thou wilt most graciously
be pleased to dispose us all to do justice, to
love mercy, and to demean ourselves with
that charity, humility, and pacific temper of
mind which were the characteristics of the
Divine Author of our blessed religion, and
without a humble imitation of whose exam-
ple in these things we can never hope to be
a happy nation. Grant our supplication, we
beseech Thee, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.—George Washington’s Prayer for the
United States of America, June 8, 1783.

53RD NATIONAL PRAYER BREAKFAST

Chair: The Honorable Jo Ann Emerson;
opening song, Wintley Phipps; pre-breakfast
prayer, the Honorable Emanuel Cleaver II,
U.S. House of Representatives, Missouri.

BREAKFAST

Welcome, the Honorable Jo Ann Emerson,
U.S. House of Representatives, Missouri;
opening prayer, the Honorable Tom Osborne,
U.S. House of Representatives, Nebraska; re-
marks—Senate and House breakfast groups,
the Honorable Mark Pryor, U.S. Senate, Ar-
kansas, the Honorable Norm Coleman, U.S.
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